Sydney David Einfeld, AO

Syd Einfeld was born in Sydney in 1909, three weeks after his parents arrived in Australia – hence his name Sydney.

His work for the Jewish people began when he was Barmitzvah.  Already at the age of thirteen, he became honorary secretary of the Jewish Social and Sports Club and a couple of years later of the Junior Union of Sydney Zionists. These and other early commitments prepared him for the decades of immense activity and unparalleled leadership which he gave to Australian and world Jewry from the 1940's onwards.

In 1948, Einfeld was elected to the Board of the Australian Jewish Welfare Society.  In 1952, became President, dedicating himself to the needs of new arrivals in Australia, making numerous trips to Canberra, interstate and overseas, and often neglecting his own business interests in the process.  He held this position for 25 years.

In 1957 he was elected President of the Executive Council of Australian Jewry and served for several terms.

He was member for Phillip in the House of Representatives from 1961 to 1963, only the fourth Jew to be elected to the Commonwealth Parliament.   In 1965 he was elected to the NSW Legislative Assembly.  After a period as Deputy Leader of the Opposition, he became a minister in the State Labor Government which took office in May 1976, and became very popular through his championship of consumer interests.

Einfeld's leadership of Australian Jewry and his support for Israel were deeply interwoven. No better example could be cited than his role at the time of the Israel Emergency Appeal during the Six Day War in 1967 and when the Jewish Communal Appeal came into being.

In January 1982, Syd Einfeld was awarded the honour of Officer of the Order of Australia.

